
November 16, 2006 
 
 
Hon. Kevin J. Martin 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
 
RE: MB Docket No. 05-311: Implementation of Section 621 (a) (1) of the Cable 

Communications Policy Act of 1984 as amended by the Cable Television 
and Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992 

 
Dear. Chairman Martin: 
 
As leaders in the networking and communications industries striving to 
produce new technologies in our nation and the world, we are submitting this 
letter in this proceeding to emphasize that video choice is critically important 
to the manufacturing industries.  In particular, one important issue that will 
impact the extent to which widespread video choice becomes a reality is the 
permissibility of exclusive access agreements between multichannel video 
programming distributors (MVPDs) and the owners, developers, or managers 
of multiple dwelling unit properties (MDUs) and other real estate 
developments.  We urge the Commission to address this vital issue in the 
context of this proceeding and to ensure that such agreements do not impede 
emerging video competition. 
 
As you know, many traditional telephone companies are in the process of 
upgrading their existing networks by deploying new fiber networks to 
millions of homes and businesses. These broadband networks will be used to 
not only advance telecommunications and data services, but also to provide 
competitive video services – a longstanding goal of federal communications 
policy.  
 
Competition for video services, including from traditional cable operators, 
satellite providers, the traditional telephone companies and others, will 
provide U.S. consumers with increased choice, better picture quality, 
innovative services and lower prices.  And the drive to provide these 
competitive services will lead to greater technological innovation in the 
manufacturing world.  This technological innovation and engineering design 
capability will result in the long-term creation of jobs, robust economic 
growth, and the development of new and exciting products by manufacturing 
companies. 
  



Although Americans living in single family households are starting to enjoy 
the impact of video competition in their neighborhoods, millions of American 
households living in MDUs or other real estate developments may be denied 
the benefits of this competition because of existing exclusive access 
agreements between the incumbent video providers and MDU owners and 
other real estate developers. These agreements prohibit competitive video 
providers from offering their video services to residents of covered properties. 
The result is higher prices, poorer service, and a lack of choice for cable 
subscribers in the affected properties.  These agreements, which are a barrier 
to entry for new video providers, appear to be widespread. They create 
difficulties for competitive providers to successfully enter the video market by 
denying them the opportunity to market their services to many consumers.     
 
In the telephony environment, where the Commission already has prohibited 
exclusive access arrangements for telephone service involving commercial 
multi-tenant environments, business for manufacturing companies has 
flourished. The same would be true for video.  Without the unreasonable 
barrier to entry created by exclusive access contracts between the MVPDs 
and property owners or developers, video competition is more likely to 
flourish to the benefit of both consumers and manufacturing companies.  
 
Accordingly, in order to provide consumers and manufacturers with the full 
benefits that will result from widespread video competition and from the 
widespread deployment of advanced broadband networks that carry those 
services, we urge the Commission to take immediate action in the context of 
this proceeding to address the current exclusive access practices between the 
incumbent MVPDs and the owners, managers, or developers of MDUs or 
other real estate developments.  Such a review would help to ensure that the 
benefits of video competition extend to the millions of Americans who live in 
MDUs or other properties subject to exclusive access agreements and would 
also benefit the manufacturers who are working to design and build the 
networks, facilities, and equipment that will be used with next-generation 
broadband networks. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

  
 
 

 
Brian DiLascia 
Vice President & General Manager 
Prysmian Cables & Systems 
700 Industrial Drive 
Lexington, SC  29072 

 

 
Jack Field 
Vice President 
ADC Global Connectivity Solutions 
ADC Telecommunications, Inc. 
1187 Park Place 



 
 

Shakopee, MN 55379 
 

Mary Andringa 
President & CEO 
Vermeer  
1210 Vermeer Road East 
Pella, Iowa 50219 
 

 
John E. Phillips 
President & CEO 
TEAM FISHEL 
1810 Arlingate Lane 
Columbus, OH  43228 
 

 

 
George Baer 
Executive Vice President & CFO  
S&N Communications, Inc. 
P.O. Box 769  
Kernersville, North Carolina 27285 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Jody Gallagher 
President  
AFL Telecommunications 
830 Crescent Centre Drive, Suite 600 
Franklin, TN 37067  

  
  

Dennis F. McKenna 
Preformed Line Products   
Vice President, Marketing and 
Business     Development  
660 Beta Drive  
Mayfield Village, Ohio 44143  
  

  

 
 
Alan Clarke 
President, Network Solutions 
Tyco Electronics Corporation 
8420 Triad Drive 
Greensboro, NC 27409 

  

 
E. Van Cullens 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Westell Technologies, Inc.  
750 North Commons Drive  
Aurora, IL 60504 



  
  
 

 
 


